DISCOUNTED
HOTPOT CENTRE

THE SHOW

A solo cooking comedy performance featuring hotpot,
Discounted Hotpot Centre explores themes of
authenticity through the lens of Canadian immigrants.

THE STORY

In a sales warehouse, a desperate saleslady from Hong
Kong, May, sells an authentic Hong Kong-style hotpot
cooking package. As she intfroduces each item, she
realizes that nothing from this package is from Hong
Kong. She must justify the products in front of the crowd
and keep the show going or else she will be fired.

THE THEME

May's hotpot package serves as a metaphor for finding
authenticity amidst displacement. Through the voice of
May, we offer a space for this collective immigration
experience of being in exile and adapting to a new
society in Canada, and to present a fresh perspective to
Asian Canadian immigrants.

May's personal stories not only offer a channel to share
this collective experience of being in exile and adapting
to a new society, but it also aims to bridge these
experiences with mainstream society and debunk the
stereotype of first-generation immigrants, refusing to
adapt and segregating themselves.

THE TONE

“Discounted Hotpot Centre” carries a comedic and light-
hearted tone and reveals personal vulnerability. It
deploys a street-seller aesthetic to regale the audience’s
interest and invite the audience to sympathize with May.
The addition of the cooking element will engage the
audience visually, olfactorily and orally.
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PRESENTATION HISTORY

The show has been presented 3 times across metro
Vancouver and has received overwhelmingly positive
feedback. Each performance has a high turn-out rate,

with a number of sold-out performances.

Vancouver Fringe Festival - September 2022

Vancouver Asian Canadian Theatre - April 2023

rEvolver Festival e upintheair Theatre - June 2023

THE HOTPOT

Hotpot (da bin lo) is a beloved dish that originated from
traditional Chinese cuisine and quickly gained popularity
across multiple countries, including Taiwan and Japan. For
many immigrants in Canada, hotpot represents a sense of
comfort and reunion, and hotpot restaurants have become

a staple in major Canadian cities

THE ARTIST

Playwright / Director: Anthony Kit Chun Lee
Assistant Director: Sena Yurika Takei
Performance: Harmony Yen

Sound Designer: JYKC ( Joe Chow)
TD/PM/LD: Christian Ching

PLAYWRIGHT'S BIO

Anthony Lee (he/him) is an emerging writer, director,
interdisciplinary artist on the unceded territories colonially
known as Vancouver. His work focuses on challenging
existing boundary between cinema and live-performance,
as well as investigating the impacts of colonialism and
totalitarianism. His recent play, “discounted hotpot centre”
was presented in numerous venues across metro-
Vancouver. Anthony received his BFA in Film Production
from Simon Fraser University and is currently an artistic
associate at Radix Theatre. GFHG SDGM




