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Kaki is consumed by her obsession with a rare, possibly 
mythical pink dolphin rumored to inhabit the waters around 
Canada. Driven by this fixation, she ropes her friend Mo into 
launching a dolphin-sighting tour—a scam targeting curious 
tourists and dreamers. 

To their surprise, the venture draws unexpected attention and 
eager passengers. 

A quiet reckoning sets in, stirring feelings of guilt and grief. The 
search for the dolphin becomes a deeper journey—one that 
reveals what she’s truly been longing for all along.

Synopsis



I’ve been investigating what it means to tell stories as a first-generation immigrant living in Canada. I often find Asian-Canadian 
narratives to be distant from my own experience as a ‘guest’ in this land. Contrary to many familiar tropes, I’ve never been teased 
for opening a lunchbox in class, nor have I struggled to communicate with my parents because of language or cultural differences. 
Ironically, I do struggle to connect with them—we speak the same language, but sometimes we might as well not.

The Pink Dolphin isn’t about celebrating Asian Heritage or finding one’s roots in the traditional sense. My heritage, my displaced 
identity—these elements are inherently embedded in the stories I tell, but here, the focus is on guilt and grief.

With the growing number of Hong Kongers moving to Vancouver, I want to share a narrative they may recognize—one that goes 
beyond the usual ‘minority experience’ of racism, protests, or identity loss. The Pink Dolphin shows there’s more depth to the Hong 
Konger/Asian-Canadian identity than mainstream perceptions allow. If it resonates with them, my hope is that this film helps 
further expand what it means to be from Hong Kong or to be Asian-Canadian.

Director’s Statement



Director’s Bio

Anthony Lee ( he/him) is an emerging iwriter and director working in 
theatre and film on what is colonially known as Vancouver.

As a Hong Konger, his works investigate the impacts of post-colonial Hong 
Kong anarchism. His last two films, Don’t think about the Pink Dolphins 
and Spilled Water Never Returns, explores the trauma and grieves for the 
loss as an immigrant suffer from political turmoil. His work received 
numerous nominations and presentations at film festivals internationally. 

In theatre, his work challenges the existing immigrant narratives and 
challenges formal norms through participatory theatre and site-specific 
works. Two of his directing credits “Selfie by Christine Quintana” and 
“Discounted Hotpot Centre” both presented across Canada and has 
received overwhelmingly positive receptions.
Anthony received his BFA in Film from Simon Fraser University in 2021. He 
was selected for the Filmmaker Assistance Program by the National Film 
Board in 2022,
the VIFF Catalyst mentorship program in 2023 and the Director’s Lab North 
in 2024. 

He currently works as an Apprentice Producer with Radix Theatre. 
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Key Themes: 

“ The Pink Dolphin follows a Hong Kong immigrant living in Canada, grappling with guilt and grief in her new Vancouver home. Writer/ Director 
Anthony Lee explores the layered identity of first-generation immigrants through an unexpected encounter that reveals we’re more than the 
labels we inherit.”

● Identity Beyond Heritage – Moving beyond standard tropes.

● Guilt & Grief – How unspoken emotions shape relationships.

● Displacement & Belonging – The feeling of being a guest in one’s adopted land.

● Mythic or Folk Elements – The significance of the indo-pacific humpback dolphin as a symbol.

● Use of animation: Distinguishing between the gloomy present and vivid past
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TECHNICAL DETAILS

● Format: Digital Short Film / Animation
● Genre: Drama / Fantasy / Animation
● Premiere Status: World Premiere
● Country of Origin / Production: Canada
● Running Time: 15 minutes
● Language: English
● Subtitle: Upon Request
● Aspect Ratio: 1:85:1
● Sound: Stereo
● Screening Format: DCP / Digital Screening File



Key Crew and Cast:

Producer: 
Sam Luk
Joshua Lam
Mieke Verhurst 

Director & Writer: 
Anthony Kit Chun Lee

Kaki - Harmony Yen
Mo - Angus Yam 

Director of Photography
Peter Planta

Funders



BTS: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1dDdRO9szDBC8NNbdc5dPuhfAejCzOvz5?usp=sharing

Stills: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/12xrYBbhroMIG1BG1JJkAOlJhytY3Eip2?usp=sharing
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Contact Information

Lead Contact: Anthony Lee 
Email: anthonykitcl@gmail.com


